
 

 
 

 
 
 

  



 

 
 

Letter from the Editor 
It has been a very very wet February but I hope none of you suffered from any 
flood damage, let’s hope March will be a little more pleasant.  

Lent has now started, I wish you all luck in whatever you are giving or taking 
up. With Lent and Easter upon us there are courses being run here at Trinity 
and elsewhere. Please take a look at the information in the magazine. 

As well as these courses there are the usual Who Let the Dads Out, Chalfont 
and Open Saturday Charity Lunch to read about. Also Sandy has given us an 
extensive report on our finances.  

So please enjoy 

Giles Murphy 
 
 
 

How to Advertise Your Events and Activities 
 

If you are organising an activity or event which you would like to advertise to Trinity 
people, then please use the new Event Promotion Form.   
(This includes regular activities, as they need to have accurate venue and timing 
information on the website calendar.)  
 

What you need to do is: 

 Go to the church website:  www.trinityearley.co.uk 

 Select Contact  Event Promotion. 

 Complete the form.   

 You can add a file with details (e.g. a poster) if you like. 

 Click on the button to submit the form. 
 

Once you submit this form, your event data will be available to those preparing the 
weekly news sheet, the email news, the website news box, the website calendar, etc, as 
well as the magazine editor.   
See the magazine for the deadline for publication for the next issue.  Information for 
weekly publicity needs to be in by Sunday, or it may get missed. 

Do you have something you want to say, something to advertise or 
talk about?  I would love to hear from you; please get hold of me by: 

Simply come up to me at church or, 
  Leave something in the magazine pigeonhole or 
    Call me  
      E-mail: magazine@trinityearley.org.uk 

Deadline for the next magazine is 18th March 2020 

http://www.trinityearley.co.uk/


 

 
 

The Church 
Trinity is an ecumenical partnership between the Church of England, the 

United Reformed Church and the Methodist Church. 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Trinity Church      The church office is manned:  

Chalfont Close      Monday  1:00pm – 4:00pm 

Lower Earley      Tuesday  9:00am – 12:00pm 

Reading       Wednesday 1:00pm – 4:00pm 

Berkshire       Thursday  9:00am – 12:00pm 

RG6 5HZ       Friday  8:00am – 11:00am 

01189 313 124      Saturday  9:30am – 11:00am 

www.trinityearley.co.uk   

office@trinityearley.org.uk   magazine@trinityearley.org.uk  
 

 

If you would like to arrange a thanksgiving for the birth of a child, a Baptism, a Wedding 

or a Funeral please contact the church office to arrange a meeting. 

Rev. Jon Salmon’s day off is Friday.  If you need to find out whom to contact about 

what at Trinity, please pick up the latest edition of “Who’s Who in Trinity Church”.  Copies 

are available in the vestibule. 

 
Prayers 

 

“Prayer goes on in small groups and at the different 
meetings that take place, as well as individually.  On 
Sundays those involved in serving at the 10am service 
gather to pray at approximately 9.40am by the 
band.  Everyone is welcome to come and take part in this.” 
 
 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer 
and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. 

Philippians 4 v6 

Our Vision Statement 

Living life to the full; showing and sharing Jesus 

 



 

 
 

Church Contact 

 

Our VISION* is: living life to the full; showing and sharing Jesus.  

 
Our vision is shaped by our VALUES*, which are to be… 

 Christ-centered  

 Community–focused 

 Compassionate 

 Courageous 
 

What we do*: 

 Love God with all our hearts 
 Love each other as ourselves 
 Go and make disciples 
 Live life to the full as Jesus intends  

 

Our Priority Activities are*: 

1. Fostering new disciples and empowering and nurturing everyone as followers of Jesus. 
2. Responding with love to human need and injustice. 
3. Acting on concerns for God's creation. 

 

We apply these to*: 

 Our whole church family 
 Our local community 
 The wider church and world. 

*these were agreed at our AGM on 15 April 2018 

Minister Rev Jon Salmon 
 
 

Administrator Margaret Evans 
 

 

Children, families & pastoral worker Ann Baker 
 
 

Youth Worker Sam Ruck 
 

 

Church Secretary/Churchwarden Chris Edgar 
 

 

Senior Steward/Churchwarden Bethan Jones 
 

 

Treasurer Sandy Catchick  

Junior Church Co-ordinator Lisa Waite 
 

 

Room Bookings  
 

 

Property Steward Richard Cocks 
 

 

Pastoral Care Jon or Ann 
 

 

Magazine Editor Giles Murphy  



 

 
 

Service Plan for March/April 
 

Sunday 1st March 

8am  Morning Worship   

10am Family Worship 

  

Sunday 8th March 

8am  Holy Communion  

10am Family Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 15th March 

8am  Morning Worship  

10am Café Church (with breakfast from 9.30am) 

6pm  Home Throne 

 

Mothering Sunday 22nd March 

8am  Morning Worship   

10am Family Worship 

 

 29th March 

8am  Morning Worship   

10am Family Worship 

 

Palm Sunday 5th April 

8am  Morning Worship   

10am Family Worship 

  

Easter Sunday 12th April 

6am  Sunrise Service (at the lake) 

8am  Holy Communion  

10am Family Worship with Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 19th April 

8am  Morning Worship  

10am Café Church (with breakfast from 9.30am) 

6pm  Home Throne 



 

 
 

Minister’s letter 
Seasons come and seasons go.  Here we are in Lent with Easter beckoning 
yet I feel as though the back door is only just closing behind Christmas.  My 
diary feels buffeted like the weather over recent weeks.   

I’m excited by our Lent course this year.  Please come along and take part.  

We are running The Prayer Course produced by the 24-7 Prayer movement.  

This started as one simple prayer meeting in 1999 and is now an international, 

interdenominational movement, reviving the church and rewiring the culture 

through non-stop night and day prayer.  Pete Greig who runs 24-7 and leads 

this course is really down to earth and inspirational.  There is a book that 

accompanies the course, called How to Pray: A Simple Guide for Normal 

People”, and both the course and book recognise we all pray but we don’t find 

it easy and could all do with some help.  They help provide this.   

The course has eight sessions and works through The Lord’s Prayer.  Check 

the course out at www.prayercourse.org.  The evenings will combine watching 

a video, small group discussion and some prayer.  It is very straightforward 

and suits anyone regardless of your experience with prayer.  Coming along 

could well make a massive difference to your spiritual life and to Trinity’s too.  

The course runs on Monday evenings at church starting on 9 March at 7.30pm 

and we will continue with the course after Easter.  Please sign up in church or 

let Margaret know in the office.  I realise you may not be able to make all 

sessions but want to encourage you to come when you can. 

I’m also excited about the changes we are making to our church building and 

very grateful for all the hard work being putting into it.  It feels like a great team 

effort.  The new chapel is nearly done, and a new carpet should be in by the 

time you read this, and work on the two new meeting rooms we’re calling 

Bethlehem and Jerusalem is underway.   Church Council had its February 

meeting in Bethlehem!  That has a certain ring to it!  We are also aiming to 

replace the flooring in the hallway. 

Redecorating the sanctuary is in hand and details of when the painters will be 

in will be forthcoming shortly.  The decorators are also going to paint the main 

entrance/welcome area.  Consequently, we will be on target to celebrate the 

refurbishment, thus far, at Easter.  We do want to explore replacing the 

sanctuary carpet and chairs which will obviously have a serious price tag 

attached.  That said, it has been so encouraging and such a blessing to see 



 

 
 

how the cost of all the work has been met through donations.  The legacy from 

Margaret Stephens will more than cover the repainting of the sanctuary, and in 

reality, we are not a million miles from being able to pay for new chairs and a 

carpet.   

In addition, we are expecting to have the new website ready for Easter too, 

and hopefully some new signage using the new logo. 

So, lots happening, all with the purpose of increasing our impact for God as 

part of one church in Lower Earley.  Speaking of which, I want to briefly 

update you on a few activities where the local churches are looking to join 

forces as one.  Our Community Chaplaincy Team has recently benefited from 

some new volunteers from other local churches, so we have a team of seven 

and have expanded to covering three sessions in a week in ASDA.   If you are 

at all interested in finding out more then, please do come and have a chat with 

me, Ann or Laura Eades.  ASDA is very positive about having us there.  We 

have ideas for developing the teams remit too.  We are also potentially going 

to do a joint Good Friday activity, possibly a family walk with different 

activities, suitable for inviting friends to, which will culminate in an outside 

service in the ASDA car park as we normally do.  There are initial discussions 

about a joint Alpha Course in the Autumn. 

Please do pray for all this.  The local church leaders, myself included, feel 

God is leading us down this route and we don’t want to miss out on His plans.  

Please pray too for a successor for Sam.  We want to shape this role on the 

basis of the experience we now have and what we sense God might be saying 

looking to the future and this is involving a prayerful conversation within Trinity 

and also with the other local church leaders. 

Lastly, back to Lent.  We are also going to have a “needs board”.  In essence 

this is a place where we can write down things we need help with, and 

provides the opportunity for others to bless us by offering the help.  We hope 

this will be blessing all round and will remind us of the Blessings Course we 

ran last year.    

I wish you a blessed Lent.   

With love in Christ, 

Jon  



 

 
 

Upcoming events and notes 
 

LENT COURSE  
At Trinity Church Sanctuary 
Each Month in Lent starting on 9 March, 7.30pm  
and finishing after Easter we are running… 

THE PRAYER COURSE 

This will be 8 sessions taking us through the Lord's Prayer, with short videos, 
discussion, and opportunities for exploring prayer to help us with our spiritual 
formation. Please consider coming along. The dates are:- 
9; 16; 23; 30 March & 20; 27 April & 4; 11 May 
There is a sign-up sheet at the back of the church or alternatively please let 
Margaret in the office know if you'd like to join us.   
See also https://prayercourse.org/ 

LADIES AT TRINITY - Spring session 
At Trinity Church Hall 
Friday evening from April 3rd at 7.30pm 
All ladies welcome. 
Kate Robinson  
Laura Draper. 

CHURCH MEETING DATES – 2020 

There will be whole church meetings on Sundays, 11.30 am- 12.30 pm on the 
following dates: 
19 April; 19 July; 18 October 
Everyone is encouraged to attend the whole church meetings, to join in 
discussions and help to make decisions, however, only official members can 
vote. To find out more about becoming a member please speak to Revd Jon 
Salmon.  

Quiet Spaces 

At Christ Church, Crockhamwell Road, Woodley RG5 3LA 
1st Monday of the month at 0915 for 0930 
3rd Monday or the month at 1815 for 1830hrs 

An opportunity to come before God in stillness starting with quiet music and a 
Bible passage or a reading, which you may use for reflection.  The stillness 
will then last for about 20 minutes, there will be a prayer to close.   
More information:                 Jill Draper   

https://prayercourse.org/


 

 
 

UCB WORD FOR TODAY 

February / March / April copies are available in church for you to pick up. 

 
CAFE CHURCH REFRESHMENTS 
We would like to see if there are any volunteers willing to help provide pastries 
and other refreshments for our monthly cafe church.  These do not need to be 
homemade but can be.  If you would like to help in this way, then please let 
Margaret in the church office know in the first instance.  This would be a great 
help. 

 
IT IS TIME TO UPDATE OUR ELECTORAL ROLL 

People who already have their name on the roll do not need to fill in any form 
or do anything else. The list of names is on the board. Please check and 
update if necessary.  
The only people who need to fill in an application form are those who in the 
last year have  

 moved into the Parish 
 Joined Trinity Church 
 Reached the age of 16 

Application forms are on the box on the table in church. Please put any 
completed application forms in the box.  
The list will be taken down on 8 March. After that, no further names can be 
added. 
Any questions:  to Jon Salmon or Margaret Evans (Administrator) 

 
PARISH GIVING SCHEME 
New contact details from 2nd March 2020 

"The Parish Giving Scheme is moving to a new address 
From Monday 2nd March 2020 the Parish Giving Scheme (PGS) Team will be 
operating from a new location: 

76 Kingsholm Road 
Gloucester 
GL1 3BD 
  

Please also note the following new contact information: 
 Call the helpline telephone number on:  0333 002 1260 * 
 Email the PGS Administration team at: info@parishgiving.org.uk 

 

  

mailto:info@parishgiving.org.uk


 

 
 

Open Saturday 2020 
1st Saturday each month 

CHARITY LUNCH 
11am – 2pm 

 
Traidcraft stall  Bring and buy  Table tennis 

 

Coffee and cakes from 11am  Jacket Potato lunch from 12pm 

 
Each month we raise funds for a different Charity, these charities have been 

suggested by a member of our congregation, please talk to them to offer to 

help or for more information about the charity. 

 

7th March   1st Lower Earley Scouts   Anna Meadows 

4th April    Reading Refugee Support Group  Lisa Waite 

 

16th May    MARKET CAFÉ 

As there is a wedding at Trinity on 2nd May there will be no Open Saturday Charity 

Lunch.  We are going to try something different and have an  

Open Saturday Market Cafe on Saturday 16th May instead. 

 

6th June    Kidney Cancer UK     Karen Eccles 

4th July    Christians Against Poverty   Karen Green 

5th September Anaphylaxis Campaign  Karen Eccles 

 

The rota is on the board for Open Saturdays.  Please do check your diary and 

fill in where you can help.  We need help  

 to do lunches – this is split into smaller tasks. 

 to make cakes  

 to serve refreshments and welcome the visitors 

 to set up and tidy away 

 to take the B&B to a charity shop 

 to wash the tablecloths 



 

 
 

 

 Open Saturday Charity Lunch 
4th April 

 

We are raising funds for Reading Refugee Support Group 

 
Helping Refugees and Asylum Seekers  

rebuild their lives in Berkshire for 25 years. 
 
The staff and volunteers at Reading Refugee Support Group support the spirit 
of the 1951 Convention on Refugees to which Britain is a signatory. We are 
committed to reducing the poverty, suffering and social isolation of people who 
have already faced unimaginable persecution and hardship. We believe in 
social justice, common humanity and a shared responsibility to protect and 
help the most vulnerable people in our society. 
 
Our vision is for an inclusive society where refugees and asylum seekers of all 
cultural backgrounds are treated with the same dignity and respect that we all 
enjoy; where their essential needs are met; and where they are entitled, 
enabled and confident to engage with and benefit from the wider community. 
RRSG has OISC accredited volunteer caseworkers who run drop in advice 
sessions on Mondays and client appointments Tuesday – Thursday.  
 
We also run English classes, children’s homework club and participate and 
contribute to various cultural events throughout the year. 
 
More information available on the website www.rrsg.org.uk 

 

Please invite your friends and neighbours along on the 4th April for a cuppa 
and cake and/or a jacket potato lunch.  
 
We'd also appreciate volunteers and cake donations please.  
Many thanks 
Lisa Waite 

  

http://www.rrsg.org.uk/node/43
http://www.rrsg.org.uk/node/42


 

 
 

 
 

 

Lent and Easter 2020 
 
Lent… 
Each Monday in lent, starting 9th March, 7.30 and finishing 
after Easter we are running… 
 
 

 
 

8 sessions taking us through the Lord’s Prayer, with short 
videos, discussion and opportunities for exploring prayer to 
help us with our spiritual formation 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



 

 
 

 
Easter… 
 

 4 April: 11am-2pm Open Saturday Charity Lunch for 
                             Reading Refugee Support Group 
 

 5 April: 10am Palm Sunday Service 
4-6pm Messy Easter 

 6-10 April: 9am-4pm Prayer Labyrinth for Refugee Crisis 
with pop up café and messy space 

 

 6 April: 6.30-8pm Easter Homethrone  
(food by Leadership Team and Church Council) 

 

 7 April: 6.30-8pm Refugee Speaker 
(food by small groups) 

 

 8 April: 6.30-8pm Easter Games Night with scavenger hunt                                    
(TBC)   (food by youth and youth team) 

 

 9 April: 6.30-8pm Passover and Foot Washing Service 
(food by staff and Junior Church) 

 

 10 April: Good Friday morning event TBC 

  2-3pm Hour at the Cross Service 
 

 12 April Easter Day Celebrations: 
 6am: Maiden Erleigh Lake 
 8am: Morning Worship with Communion 

10am Family celebration with Communion and cake to mark the 
redecoration of our building 

 



 

 
 

Chalfont 

AFTERNOON SOCIAL GROUP 

For Everyone 

Trinity Church Hall 

Thursday 2.00 – 3.30 

(Term time only) 

£2 

 

Everyone Welcome!  

* a cup of tea 

* a raffle ticket 

* a talk from a speaker 
 



 

 
 

Spring 2020 
9 Jan New Year Party Committee 

16 Jan Scamwise – spotting, avoiding & reporting scams Malcolm Phillips 

23 Jan 
The Freedom of Free Town, Sierra Leone. By 

someone who once lived there. 
Gwen Barton 

30 Jan 
Wokingham Council can help you like this to enjoy 

life. 

Laura Gordon 

Andy Barlow 

 6 Feb Beekeeping in Earley! Alex McKie 

13 Feb 

The Emergence of England, after the fall of the 

Roman Empire. The invaders who created 

England. 

 

Bring & Buy Table 

Jaye Windmill 

20 Feb 

Guide Dog speaker, who will bring her retired dog 

with her. Jenny is training with a new guide dog 

now. 

Jenny Pape 

27 Feb 
The Reading Accordion Group will be entertaining 

us again. 
Chris Easton 

5 March 
“Shall we dance?” Musicals put together by the 

accomplished Tony King 
Tony King 

12 

March 

Secrets of the Box – the search to discover the 

owner of a Regency writing desk. 
Tony Weston 

19 

March 

Will it be the curiosities in a local area? Alan’s 

talks are always fascinating. 
Alan Copeland 

26 

March 

David Paine and friends in the band are to give us 

an entertaining afternoon. 
 

2 April Easter Praise 
Rev Jon Salmon 

Graham Iles 

 
We wish you, your family & friends a Happy Easter 
We look forward to seeing you again on 16th April 

For more information please contact: Rosemary Reece  
 

Trinity Church,  
Chalfont Close,  
Lower Earley,  

Berks RG6 5HZ 
www.trinityearley.co.uk 



 

 
 

  

PARENTS & TODDLERS 
 

When:    Where:    Why: 

Mondays 9:45am   Trinity Church  Play, Craft, Songs & Friendship 

Thursdays 10am    Hall   Just come along & join the fun 
 

 

 

Monday Small Group 
8pm on the 2nd & 4th 

Monday of the month 
Hosted by Jon & Jo Salmon 

See Church Notice Board for up to 
date times and dates 

 

MUSIC WITH MUMMY &  
Jolly babies classes 

A fun introduction to music for the under 3s in a relaxed, friendly atmosphere.  

Small structured classes designed specifically for children aged up to 3 years old. 

Tuesday mornings in Trinity Church from 10am 

Heather   

www.musicwithmummy.co.uk 
 

Nursery Service 

 

A short interactive service for pre-school children & carers with stories, songs & 

musical instruments followed by craft, play, action songs, fellowship & refreshments. 

2pm – 3pm (term time) Ann: Trinity Church: 01189 313 124 

Have fun & make friends 
 

Wednesday Small Group 
10:30am on the 1st & 3rd Wednesday of the month 

See Church Notice Board for up to date times and dates 
 



 

 
 

 

  
 
 

 
  

PARENTS & TODDLERS 
 

When:    Where:    Why: 

Mondays 9:45am   Trinity Church  Play, Craft, Songs & Friendship 

Thursdays 10am    Hall   Just come along & join the fun 
 

 

 Chalfont 
A weekly afternoon social club, open to everyone of all ages. 

Thursdays 2pm – 3:30pm in the Trinity Church Hall 

It costs £2 which includes a cup of tea, raffle ticket as well as a 

talk of general interest from a speaker. 
 

Sarah Arran’s Baby  
Ballet Classes 

Friday Mornings 
A fun and magical introduction to Ballet 
For ages 2½ to 5 years 
Teaching your child the basic movement of Dance 
Sarah-Jane Arran   

OPEN SATURDAYS 
One Saturday a month we raise funds for a charity chosen by our 
congregation with a cause close to their heart.  Please see the article 
in the magazine, our website, or the posters around the church for 
the dates. 

9.30-11.30am second Saturday each month we 
invite dads, father figures and male carers with 
their children for free Bacon Rolls, Toast, Tea, 
Coffee and Squash 
 
 

For young people 11-18 years old.  
Involves different activities and having fun exploring topical 
and important life issues from a Christian perspective and 
helping teenagers make good friends with each other and 
to help them find Jesus 
 



 

 
 

 

Saturday 14th March 

Saturday 11th April 

9.30 – 11.30am 

 

Who Let The Dads Out? is a growing 

movement that resources churches to reach 

out to dads, father figures and their children. 

We believe that to 'turn the hearts of the fathers to their children and the 

hearts of the children to their fathers' (Malachi 4:6, NIV 1984) is a powerful 

way 'to make ready a people prepared for the Lord' (Luke 1:17).  
 

We want to see churches creating spaces where dads, father figures and their 

children can have fun together, and is founded on the Christian principle of 

wanting to demonstrate God's love to communities.  
 

Who Let The Dads Out? provides a number of ideas and resources to 

'journey' with dads and their children in the context of family support, ministry 

and mission and we are about to start meeting at Trinity: 
 

We are inviting dads, granddads, step dads and male carers together with 

their children from new born to year 6. 

We are offering free Bacon Rolls, Toast, Tea, Coffee and Squash 
 

 

The second Saturday Morning each month – 9.30-11.30am 
Why not come along and invite your friends 

for more information contact:   

 

Jon Salmon  

 

  



 

 
 

Thank You 
  
Thank you very much for holding an ‘Open Saturday’ event at Trinity Church 
Lower Earley and raising the fantastic amount of £603.79 for Traidcraft 
Exchange. 
 

It’s often difficult to picture the impact that a donation, however big or small, 
can have on someone else’s life. But for Ahsraful, a tea farmer from 
Bangladesh, your support has changed his life from one of constant worry, to 
one with a happier, brighter future. 
 

Traidcraft Exchange gave Ahsraful the 
opportunity to learn new skills in sustainable 
farming and business management. He has put 
his new-found knowledge to excellent use – by 
paying off his debts, starting his own poultry 
farm, and planting a second tea garden to earn 
extra income from. He has even connected his 
home to electricity. 
 

Ashraful feels that he is finally successful and 
earning enough money to make positive changes in his life. He says: 
‘My daughter will start school this year. I really want her to study well and 
become a doctor. I always wanted to become one but failed. I hope that I can 
give her everything that she will need to succeed.’ 
 

Thank you for refusing to turn a blind eye to injustice. Your passion for making 
trade fair means that against all the odds, people like Ahsraful can earn a 
better, more sustainable living, protect the land they live on, and open up a 
whole new world of opportunity for their children. 
 

With warmest wishes, 
 
Karen Smith 
Fundraising Administrator 
Traidcraft Exchange 
  

 
  
karen.smith@traidcraft.org 
0191 4976445 
Traidcraft Exchange, 5th Floor, 7 – 15 Pink Lane, 
Newcastle upon Tyne, NE1 5DW 
www.traidcraft.org.uk  |  @TraidcraftExchange | @TraidcraftDepth 

mailto:karen.smith@traidcraft.org
http://www.traidcraft.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/traidcraftexch?lang=en
https://twitter.com/traidcraftdepth?lang=en


 

 
 
  



 

 
 

 
 
  

  

 

READING MALE VOICE CHOIR 
With Guest Choir: Hullabaloo 

Trinity Church,  
Chalfont Close, Earley, Reading RG6 5HZ 

 

Saturday 4 April 2020, 7.30pm 
 

INNER WHEEL CLUB OF READING MAIDEN ERLEGH 
Giving all profit to Macmillan Cancer Support and               

SOBS - Survivors of Bereavement by Suicide  
 

Tickets £15.00 includes light refreshments  
 

Tickets from Jean Thompson or Margaret Adams 
               www.innerwheelrme.org 

 

Also available from Ticketsource on www.rmvc.net  

 

 

http://www.innerwheelrme.org/
http://www.rmvc.net/


 

 
 

OUR FINANCES 
 
As most of you will know, I come to the end of my 3 years as Church 
Treasurer at the 19th April 2020 A.G.M.  I thought I’d have a look back over the 
last 3 years to see how far we’ve come. 
 
On the day I took over as church treasurer in May 2017 I discovered that our 
direct debit to the Oxford Diocese had been returned unpaid, with an 
associated fee for us to pay to the bank for an unpaid direct debit, as we did 
not have enough money in the bank to cover the direct debit payment.  That 
was a scary beginning.  You may also remember that we finished the y/e 31st 
August 2017 with a loss.  In that year our income was £129,238 and our 
expenditure £134,046.   
 
I am delighted to say that in y/e 31st August 2019 that had turned around 
completely and our income was £183,137 and our expenses much lower at 
£165,666, although I have made it clear that in part that is because we have 
some big ticket items of expenditure for which we have had in the income but 
not yet made the payments. 
 
I am also delighted to say that for the last 3 years, when I’ve submitted our 
returns to the Charity Commission, and the Anglican and Methodist churches, 
we have made all our returns on time; compared to the previous 2 years when 
we were late with those returns.  You can see the details on the Charity 
Commission website: 
http://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/Showcharity/RegisterOfCharities/CharityWithoutPar
tB.aspx?RegisteredCharityNumber=1147501&SubsidiaryNumber=0 
 

 
 
The big turn-around in our finances is due to the faithful and generous giving 
of so many of you in the Trinity congregation, including some people who 
continue to give after leaving the church.   

http://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/Showcharity/RegisterOfCharities/CharityWithoutPartB.aspx?RegisteredCharityNumber=1147501&SubsidiaryNumber=0
http://apps.charitycommission.gov.uk/Showcharity/RegisterOfCharities/CharityWithoutPartB.aspx?RegisteredCharityNumber=1147501&SubsidiaryNumber=0


 

 
 

 
You can see that from the Anglican summary of our giving over the years from 
2010 to 2019 (although you need to remember that the Anglican returns are 
for the calendar year to 31st December whereas our Charity Commission and 
Methodist returns are to 31st August, so there is no exact correlation.)  I 
suspect we made no returns in 2012, 2013 and 2014 as there is no Diocese 
data for those years. 

 
It is also due to the efforts of so many people behind the scenes, for example 
Nigel Holloway, who has acted as our Independent Examiner for many years, 
and makes recommendations to improve our financial position (although we 
don’t always follow them), John Medcraft and Gill Newton, who have made 
our gift aid claims to HMRC three times a year for many years (in John’s case 
for over 30 years); Peter Cole who organises all our room bookings, Veronica 
Elleson and recently Richard Cocks, who have counted and banked 
collections, and Veronica who has sorted out our invoicing system so that our 
lettings now work like clockwork and bring in a good amount of income.  Then 
there are the team, led by Karen Eccles, that run the Christmas Fair which 
brings in income for Trinity, Karen Green, who organises all our Open 
Saturdays and other events, which help us support really important charities 
as well as Trinity and also the wonderful Gift Month some time ago now, 
organised by Andrew Rixon.  There have also been the really helpful 
contributions from a whole range of groups like the Monday and Thursday 
toddlers and the Chalfont Club.  Then there’s the regular magazine that Giles 



 

 
 

Murphy edits – that brings in advertising income for us.  I suspect I’ve left out 
a number of other activities and people that have contributed to our finances, 
who work behind the scenes most of the time but are vital to enabling us to 
worship at Trinity – and that’s only looking at the financial side of our worship.  
I am also very grateful to the now large number of people who have moved 
over to giving to Trinity through the Parish Giving Scheme, as that reduces the 
number of transactions the church has to deal with as well as improving cash 
flow as the scheme claims the gift aid monthly on our behalf and we just 
receive the money through them. 
 
The changes I have introduced over the last 3 years have, I hope, made the 
processes simpler and saved us money: 

 Since 1st September 2017 every transaction can be checked for accuracy 
against the church bank account, so it is easy to spot and deal with any 
input errors into the accounting records each month. 

 We have made all annual financial and quarterly parochial returns on time 
since September 2017. 

 As many payments as possible have been moved over to direct debits or 
standing orders, for example, ChurchSuite, electricity, gas, mobile phone 
SIMs, photocopying, sanitary services, the Diocese, the Pension Trust, 
Urban Saints, water and Wokingham Borough Council are now paid by 
direct debit and a number of charities we support including RE Inspired, the 
Methodist Church and the United Reformed church are paid by standing 
order.  Also, almost all our expenses from building expenses, HMRC and 
salary payments to repayment of solar loan instalments to individual church 
members are now paid by bill payment from the church bank account.  This 
has saved us around 160 stamps a year in posting out cheques. 

 We have set up an online account with both the Charities Aid Foundation 
(CAF) and Stewardship, which enables us to see the make-up of donations 
made to the church.  The Parish Giving Scheme provides us with similar 
information, too. 

 With the help of Gordon Guiles and Jon Salmon I was able to trace a third 
Trinity bank account which had a single monthly donor into it for many 
years, to being money belonging to RE Inspired, get them to transfer the 
donor to their own new bank account and get that account closed. 

 Gill Newton has vastly improved our standing order spread sheet to 
automatically capture gift aid payments for our gift aid returns, and Veronica 
has similarly improved our takings spread sheet to capture weekly 
collections and other income and envelopes.  I have introduced a banking 
spread sheet which has enabled me to code all income and expenditure 
correctly ready to put into the church accounting system.  All three spread 



 

 
 

sheets help us provide financial information when required for a whole 
range of things from monthly giving to mission giving. 

 We now have only 3 funds, the General Fund, the Youth Fund and the 
Solar Fund, making it simpler to complete our accounts. 

 On 12th September 2017 Church Council agreed that expenses claims 
needed to be made within 2 months of the date of the bill or invoice, 
encouraging more timeous and regular submission of expenses claims and 
improving cash flow. 

 Thanks to Alex Robinson, as many financial records as possible are now 
kept online on our SharePoint system, reducing the need for paper records, 
and the Independent Examiner has access to those records so that he can 
check if transactions have been properly recorded. 

 Alex and also Andrew Rixon and Richard Cocks have saved us money on a 
number of contracts we have entered into, for example for electricity, gas 
and telephone. 

 I hope I have made church finances easier for everyone to understand 
because I am NOT an accountant.  My expertise is in taking accounts apart 
rather than putting them together, so I look at things more simply than a 
professional accountant would do. 

 
I am looking forward to handing over the baton to my successor, but hope I 
have left things in a good state for them, and I have prepared good handover 
notes. 
 
Thank you all again for your contributions – as without you the church would 
not have the income we need to pay for the basic running of the church and all 
our mission plans. 
 
Sandy Catchick 
Treasurer 
6th February 2020 
  



 

 
 

 

 

http://www.fcg.org.uk/readifood/readifood.htm 

 

 

If you would like to make a donation, (non-perishable food & household 

products), there is a green crate in the church. 
 

Currently our greatest need is for: Tinned Vegetables, Tinned Ready Meals, 

Tinned Meat & Fish, Tinned Meat Pies, & Tinned Potatoes. We also 

need:  Biscuits Tea Bags (40 or 80 Packs), Coffee (Instant) Tinned Fruit & 

Puddings, Pasta Sauces, Steamed Puddings, Long Life Milk, Rice. 
 

Also, donations of supermarket bags or bags for life a greatly appreciated as 

the parcels have to be sent out in something. 

The team will collect the donations and take them to the warehouse.   

Many thanks for your continued support. 

 

  

http://www.fcg.org.uk/readifood/readifood.htm


 

 
 

Sudoku 
 

 

   6  4 1   
8    2 7    
6 9     5   

    6   7  
 1  9  5  6  
 2   8     

  7     1 8 
   4 7    9 
  2 1  9    

 

 

Solutions to last Month 
 

9 6 2 1 4 5 8 7 3 

7 8 4 2 3 6 5 9 1 
1 3 5 7 8 9 6 4 2 

3 5 9 4 7 8 2 1 6 
6 2 8 3 9 1 7 5 4 

4 1 7 5 6 2 3 8 9 

2 9 6 8 5 4 1 3 7 

8 4 3 6 1 7 9 2 5 
5 7 1 9 2 3 4 6 8 



 

 
 

Word Wheel 
 

Try and find as many words as you can use the letters below but you must 

use the letter at the centre of the circle and the words must have three 

or more letters.  There is at least one nine letter word.  

 
Last Month’s Word Wheel 

 

The nine letter word was: 

SATELLITE   



 

 
 

 

 
 

 
9.30 – 11.30 am 

Saturday 8th February 
 Saturday 14th March 
 
 
 
On the second Saturday each month we invite  
dads, father figures and male carers with their children  
for free bacon rolls, toast, tea, coffee and squash. 
 
 

OPEN SATURDAYS 

Chalfont 
A weekly afternoon social club, open to everyone of all ages. 

Thursdays 2pm – 3:30pm in the Trinity Church Hall 

It costs £2 which includes a cup of tea, raffle ticket as well as a 

talk of general interest from a speaker. 
 


