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Letter from the Editor

Here we are in December already. Decorations are going up, gifts are being
wrapped and the Christmas spirit is in the air.

As usual this time of year there is plenty going on here at Trinity so please
come along to as much as you can and try to offer to help whenever possible.

The combined Christmas Fair and Open Saturday looks to be as big a
success as it was | ast year and dond

Please note that there will not be a January edition of the magazine, so | have
tried to include some January events as well.

So may | wish you a very Merry Christmas and a Happy 2019.

Giles Murf

How to Advertise Your Events and Activities

If you are organising an activity or event which you would like to advertise to Trinity
people, then please use the new Event Promotion Form.

(This includes regular activities, as they need to have accurate venue and timing
information on the website calendar.)

What you need to do is:
1 Go to the church website: www.trinityearley.co.uk
1 Select Contact A Event Promotion.
1 Complete the form.
1 You can add a file with details (e.g. a poster) if you like.
1 Click on the button to submit the form.

Once you submit this form, your event data will be available to those preparing the
weekly news sheet, the email news, the website news box, the website calendar, etc, as
well as the magazine editor.

See the magazine for the deadline for publication for the next issue. Information for
weekly publicity needs to be in by Sunday, or it may get missed.

Do you have something you want to say, something to advertise or
talk about? | would love to hear from you,; please get hold of me by:
Simply come up to me at church or,
Leave something in the magazine pigeonhole or
Call me
E-mail: magazine@trinityearley.org.uk
Deadline for the next magazine is January 16" 2019



http://www.trinityearley.co.uk/

The Church

Trinity is an ecumenical partnership between the Church of England, the
United Reformed Church and the Methodist Church.

Our Vision Statement

Living Life to the full; showing and sharing Jesus

Trinity Church l The church office is manned:
Chalfont Close Monday 1:00pm 7 4:00pm
Lower Earley —— Tuesday 9:00am i 12:00pm
Reading Wednesday 1:00pm 1 4:00pm
Berkshire | Thursday 9:00am i1 12:00pm
RG6 5HZ Friday 8:00am i 11:00am
01189 313 124 Saturday 9:30am i 11:00am

www.trinityearley.co.uk
office@trinityearley.org.uk

If you would like to arrange a thanksgiving for the birth of a child, a Baptism, a Wedding

or a Funeral please contact the church office to arrange a meeting.

Rev. Jon Sal monos Itlyawneed fo find ouswhénr to cdrdagt about
what at Trinity, please pick up the | ates:
are available in the vestibule.
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APrayer goes on in smal.l gro
meetings that take place, as well as individually. On

Sundays those involved in serving at the 10am service
gather to pray at approximately 9.40am by the

. band. Everyone i s welcome to co
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Church Contact @

Minister Rev Jon Salmon
Administrator Margaret Evans
Children, families & Ann Baker
pastoral worker
Youth Worker Sam Ruck
Magazine Editor Giles Murphy
Church .
Secretary/Churchwarden Chris Edgar
Senior
Steward/Churchwarden Bethan Jones
Treasurer Sandy Catchick
Junior Qhurch Co- Lisa Waite
ordinator
Room Bookings roombookings@trinityearley.org.uk
Property Steward Richard Cocks
Pastoral Care Jon or Ann

If you need to find out whom to contact about what at Trinity, please pick up the latest edition of
AWhods Who in Trinity Churcho. Copies are a\

Our VISION* is: Living Life to the full; showing and sharing Jesus
Our vision and purpose are shaped by our VALUES*:

A Christ-centred

A Community-focused

A Compassionate

A Courageous

What we do*:

N Love God with all our hearts

M Love each other as ourselves

1 Go and make disciples

1 Live life to the full as Jesus intends
Qur Priority Activities are*:

1. Fostering new disciples and empowering and nurturing everyone as followers of Jesus.
2. Responding with love to human need and injustice.
3. Acting on concerns for god's creation.

We apply these to*:

1 Our whole church family
1 Our local community
1 The wider church and world.

*these were agreed at our AGM on 15 April 2018



Service Plan for December/January

Sunday 2" December
8am Morning Worship
10am All Age Family Worship

Sunday 9" December
8am Morning Worship with Holy Communion
10am Family Worship and Holy Communion

Sunday 16" December

8am Morning Worship

10am Family Worship

4pm Messy Church Christingle

6pm Family Carols

Sunday 23" December

8am Morning Worship with Holy Communion
10am Family Worship with Holy Communion

Christmas Eve 24" December
4.30pm  Crib Service
11.15pm Midnight Communion

Christmas Day 25" December
10am Christmas Day Family Worship

Sunday 30" December
10am Family Worship

Sunday 6" January
8am Morning Worship
10am All Age Family Worship

Sunday 13" January
8am Morning Worship with Holy Communion
10am Family Worship and Holy Communion

Sunday 20" January
8am Morning Worship
10am Family Worship

Sunday 27" January
8am Morning Worship with Holy Communion
10am Family Worship and Holy Communion




MIi ni sterds | ettt e

Welcome into the Christmas story once again, and the start of another new
year ! Autumn for me has raced by an
me and plans for another year need to take shape! | really love Christmas,
including Christmas trees, cosy evenings, carols and Christmas songs (and
even the tv ads) and how it all makes me feel, but | love too to grasp afresh
each year what the Christmas story is really about. As long as | do this, then
embracing all the rest of it in a measured way seems fine to me.

|l snét 1t amazing how God welcomed ou
story. He was doing it before then and continues to do this today 1 with us!

The Christmas story is full of unlikely characters. Those on the edges find
themselves at the centre of the action. The unimportant get starring roles.
The forgotten are the first to know.
world on its head. It turns the outside in. This is the message in a little
booklet we have multipl e copi es of which youdre
message on the banner wedre having o
encourage outsiders to be curious and come into our various Christmas

events, starting with the Christmas Fair on 1 December. | hope we can invite
our friends and family and make these events both great family fun and also

an amazing celebration of the new life Christ made possible by his new life!

A massive thank you to all of you who are able to help this Christmas time in
so many different ways. |l t may f eel
by an increasing number of comments about our growing sense of family at
Trinity and the way the Holy Spirit is moving and stirring us 7 very gently but in
special and meaningful ways! My prayer, as we move into 2019, is that this
only continues and develops as we seek to go out to share Jesus with those
outside the family of God and pray for them to come into it. In 2019 we are
going to focus on Colossians, taking the lead from the Bishop of Oxford, and |
also want us to really be honest about exploring what it means to grow the
church in this day and age. | believe we are growing. Not quickly. But we are
seeing new faces and there is a shift in our desire to go deeper with God, and
we are exploring new ideas.

Wedve stepped out in faith and empl o
true blessing across Trinity. | thank God for leading us to him and for the way
we have welcomed hi m. H o wte see the church 0

grow, meaning loads more people. But, what does this really mean? | want to
spend some time together this coming year unpacking this. What does God
want to say to us about this? How do churches grow these days? What can
we learn from other churches who are growing? What might we need to do



differently, or do more of the same? | am also planning for us to spend some
time looking at healing which, | believe, will be powerful.

So as 2018 draws to its close, for some this year will have been a good yeatr,

for others much less so. However, 2018 has treated you | hope you have
found our time working through Ephes
contains so much of the truth about what it means to be a Christian. Through
Jesusand his Father, we are chosen and
belong in his family. And, he has given each of us a purpose, as well as the
real opportunity to live transformed lives, together in unity, at home, at work,
throughout our lives, and can be equipped to face all the challenges that come
our way. |l 6m struggling to pick out
Ephesians as there are so many incredible nuggets to hold onto. However, in

| ooking now, this o0neolsnge lbednfams)tbssedii T h
back and forth by the waves, and blown here and there by every wind of
teaching and by the cunning craftiness of men in their deceitful scheming.
Instead, speaking truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the
Head, that is, Chi#lh)st. o (Ephesians 4

This sounds like a great encouragement for next year to go with our refreshed
vision of living life to the full; showing and sharing Jesus.

So as the plans for Christmas march onwards and the number of sleeps go
down, a huge thank you for making Trinity the vibrant and exciting place it is,
and a massive thank you to our Father in Heaven for his faithfulness and his
love.

Jo and | wish you a very Merry Christmas and a richly blessed 2019.

With love, in Christ,

Jon



Upcoming events and notes

SOMETHING ON SUNDAY

Youth group will be running on the 2nd & 4th Sundays, term-time only, 6pm i
7.15pm.

For more information please contact Sam Ruck, Trinity Youth Worker

Who Let the Dads Out

On Saturday 8" December and 12" January at 9.30 7 11.30am

Contact: Jon Salmon

Details: WLTDO is held on the second Saturday of each month for dads,
granddads, step dads and male care givers or father figures together with their
children from new born to year 6. We are offering free Bacon Rolls, Toast,
Tea, Coffee and Squash with lots of toys and activities for the kids.

OPEN SATURDAY

1lam 1 2pm
Please sign up to help on the rota at the back of church.
5t January: Hillside Community Allotment

So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory of God.

Ladies Evening

On 18™ January 2019 7:30 - 9:30

At Trinity Church Hall

Contact: Kate Robinson

Details: Ladies evening i a date for your diary after Christmas

Our next Ladies evening will be on Friday night, January 18th from 7.30pm to
9.30pm in the church hall. There will be opportunities to do some embroidery,
flower arranging and painting, make jewellery and enjoy a hand massage.
Light refreshments will also be provided.

OQur focus wil!l be New Yekaea alels otlhuitn go
Revelations 21. Verse 5.

Please speak to us if you need more information or a lift on the evening.
Look forward to seeing you,

Kate and Laura



Food Safety Inspection
Update November 2018

As you may be aware Trinity had another routine local authority/Food
Standards Agency (FSA) Food Safety I
been awarded a 4 star (out of 5) hygiene rating which is more than good
enough, and reflects that what we do is of a good standard. This is down to all
the hard work of all those who prepare and serve food at Trinity.

Like safeguarding and data protection laws, the regulations are in place to
keep everyone safe, and we need make sure that we are doing the right thing.

Record keeping is part of this to show that we are doing what we need to. Itis
not sufficient to have a clean kitchen we need to have the records to show that
we have checked it.

We need also to find someone who is willing to be a central contact point for

the paperwork that needs to be done and keeping up to date with FSA

i nformati on. | f you think this could
someone, then please talk to Jon Salmon.



Open Saturday 2019

The rota is ready for 2019 Open Saturdays. Please do check your new diary
and fill in where you can help. We need help
1 to dolunches i this is split into smaller tasks.
to make cakes
to serve refreshments and welcome the visitors
to set up and tidy away
to take the B&B to a charity shop
to wash the tablecloths

= =4 4 -4 -9

If you have a charity that you would like to support with an Open Saturday in
2019 then please get in touch.
Karen Green

Bring & Buy

The Bring & Buy stall is a brilliant addition to Open Saturdays, it is a fantastic
way to reuse items and avoid increasing landfill.

Unsold items at the end of the Fair will be going to CCA who help people in
need of essential furniture items. Y

It also raises between £50 and £80 for the charity, this is a great achievement
and | would like to say thank you to Cecilia and Rosemary who work very
hard. Please can we remind you that good quality 'as new' items sell the best.

At the end of each event we only have storage for a small amount, and so the
rest has to be taken to a charity shop. If you would be able to help with this on
a regular basis then please do get in touch.



ReadiFood i@ FAITH

. Christian Grou
Read l n g ,3 FOOd Ba n k Working with the Homeless and Poor of Readingp

http://www.fcg.org.uk/readifood/readifood.htm

If you would like to make a donation, (non-perishable food & household
products), there is a green crate in the church.

Currently our greatest need is for: Tinned Vegetables, Tinned Ready Meals,
Tinned Meat & Fish, Tinned Meat Pies, & Tinned Potatoes. We also

need: Biscuits Tea Bags (40 or 80 Packs), Coffee (Instant) Tinned Fruit &
Puddings, Pasta Sauces, Steamed Puddings, Long Life Milk, Rice.

Also, donations of supermarket bags or bags for life a greatly appreciated as
the parcels have to be sent out in something.

The team will collect the donations and take them to the warehouse.

Many thanks for your continued support.

Contacts: Elsie, Helen, Sian, Liz

Helen Dyson

Quiet Spaces

Christ Church, Crockhamwell Road. Woodley RG5 3LA.

You are invited to join us f@Quiet Spaces an opportunity to come

before God in stillness. We begin with quiet music and a Bible ‘
passage or a reading, which you may use for reflection. The

stillness will then last for about 20 minutes, there will be a praye

close. We will meet on the follving dates & times in the Worship

Centre at Christ Church.

Monday morning: from 0915 for 0930hrs start on 3810, 5/11, 3/12 (1sbr 2nd
Mondays).

Monday evening: from 1845 for 1900hrs start on 17/9, 15/10, 19/11, 17/12 (3rd
Mondays).**

** Please note later time than previously for evening getgether

More informatian: Jill Draper




Friends of Kagando

Many of you will recall that we have been supporting the charity, Friends of
Kagando, since it was first set up in 2003, although the hospital itself was
founded much earlier, in 1965. The charity is a U.K. based charity that
supports Kagando Hospital and Rural Development Centre (KARUDEC) in the
foothills of the Rwenzori Mountains on a small, west-facing hill looking out
across a fertile valley in the Kasese District of Western Uganda. It is a health
centre and education project which is managed by the Church of Uganda and
based around Kagando Hospital, which has 250 beds. John Medcraft spent 5
weeks there in 1993 and has maintained regular contacts since.
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These are the main things they are involved in at Kagando:
Provision of Clean Water

Malaria Prevention

Demonstration Farm

Maternal and Child Health

AIDS Prevention & Treatment
Nutrition & Hygiene Clinics
Community Health Worker Training
Disease Prevention Awareness
Literacy Program

Nursing & Midwifery School
Microfinance

Primary/Nursery School

= =4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -4 -—a -2 _a _a -2

We have just (8" November 2018) had some wonderful news from the charity.
The Uganda Government have rated Kagando Hospital as the 3™ best
General Hospital in Uganda!! The criteria on which this assessment was
made included the regular statistics the charity sends into the Ministry of
Health, and an inspection of the treatment given to patients. While those


http://www.kagando.org/programs/water
http://www.kagando.org/programs/malaria
http://www.kagando.org/programs/milk-meat-fish-a-beans
http://www.kagando.org/programs/maternalchild-health
http://www.kagando.org/programs/aids
http://www.kagando.org/programs/microfinance
http://www.kagando.org/programs/schools

working at the centre often look around and see many things that need
attention and improvement, they have found this recent news so encouraging.
They ask us to join them in giving thanks to God for this. They also give
thanks for the faithful service of so many i especially their middle grade and
junior doctors, who are really conscientious and caring, those who have
continued in faithful prayer and their generous donors.

The latest news from there says

AKagando has struggl ed wit h iideligerifgi n a
health care to a very poor population with very little government support
will never be easy, and the past year is no exception i patient debt to the
hospital has risen to over £62,500. Without incredibly faithful and
overwhelmingly generous support the hospital would have failed. And
above all, thank God for His amazing provision, protection (especially at
this time from Ebola and Terrorist attack, risks from both of which are
currently at a very high level) and day to day grace, mercy and

leading. Pleasecont i nue t o pray. o

You may recall that Trinity Church gave Friends of Kagando a donation of
£1,000 in August 2018. We specifically asked for this to go towards the fund
set up to enable those that arrive at the hospital for treatment, but do not have
the funds to pay, to be able to be treated at the hospital. When they thanked
us for our donation back in August they confirmed that it would be used to
help the very poor patients to pay their medical bills via what they called their
Acompassi on blythérchplanaRee Mason, who knows the
people and allocates funds to those most in need.

It is wonderful to learn good news when our donations have helped to achieve
a good outcome in some of the poorest parts of the world.

Sandy Catchick
Treasurer
11t November 2018



IWJhatc’s; on at Tri]ni]tcy/l

PARENTS & TODDLERS
When: Where: Why:
Mondays 9:45am Trinity Church Play, Craft, Songs & Friendship
Thursdays 10am Hall Just come along & join the fun

Monday Small Group
8pm on the 2" & 4th
Monday of the month
Hosted by Jon & Jo Salmon
See Church Notice Board for up to
date times and dates

Yy | MoNDAY

\

ssa'b““"”"«%‘I\/IUSIC WITH MUMMY &
k Jolly babies classes

A fun introduction to music for the under 3s in a relaxed, friendly atmosphere.
Small structured classes designed specifically for children aged up to 3 years old.
Tuesday mornings in Trinity Church from 10am

DA

ES

Heather
www.musicwithmummy.co.uk

Nursery Service
Have fun & make friends
A short interactive service for pre  -school children & carers with stories, songs &

musical instruments followed by craft, play, action songs, fellowship & refreshments.
2pm & 3pm (term time) Ann:  Trinity Church: 01189 313 124

DAY ' TU

S

I_l
I_J

EDNE

Wednesday Small Group
10:30am on the 15t & 3" Wednesday of the month
See Church Notice Board for up to date times and dates

S w



lWhatt’s; on at Tri]ni]tcy/l

PARENTS & TODDLERS

When: Where: Why:
Mondays 9:45am Trinity Church Play, Craft, Songs & Friendship
Thursdays 10am Hall Just come along & join the fun 1
y g &) lj,_|
Chalfont C
A weekly afternoon social club, open to everyone of all ages.
Thursdays 2pm 9 3:30pm in the Trinity Church Hall m

It costs £1 which includes a cup of tea, raffle ticket as well as a
talk of general interest from a speaker

AVd

Thursdays 7:15 - 8:45 at the Trinity Church
For young people 11-18 years old.

Involves different activities and having fun exploring topical
and important life issues from a Christian perspective and
helping teenagers make good friends with each other and
to help them find Jesus

Sarah Arran
Q Ballet Classes
e

Friday Mornings

A fun and magical introduction to Ballet

For ages 2% to 5 years

Teaching your child the basic movement of Dance
SarahkJane Arran

9.30-11.30am second Saturday each month we oS lET'I‘HE
invite dads, father figures and male carers with L D '
their children for free Bacon Rolls, Toast, Tea, o

Coffee and Squash OUT?

OPEN SATURDAYS

One Saturday a month we raise funds for a charity chosen by our
congregation with a cause close to their heart. Please see the article

in the magazine, our website, or the posters around the church for
the dates.

" Avaunivs || avawd |



Thankyou!

Dear Trinity,

Thank you so much for the donation of £225.72 from Trinity Church Lower
Earl ey. Your membersdé support means
people now have access to life-changing clean water, safe sanitation and
hygiene.

For seven-year-olds Crizonia and Diricia
from Timor-Leste, collecting water used
to be a struggle. They would walk miles
to the nearest source, wait around in line
for water that could make themill, then
struggle back home carrying full, heavy
containers. Each trip took two hours.

- But everything has changed since
WaterAid built a gravity flow system in
the girlsoé village, pi ping clean wat
now has toilets and hand washing sta
dignity. For Cirzonia and Diricia, life has been transformed, and they can look
forward to a happier future.

Your memberso6é6 support will ensure th
Diricia will soon have access to vital taps and toilets. Thank you once again
for your incredibly generous support of our work.

Imogen Hardman
faith@wateraid.org

PS. If you have any questions, want to find out about other ways to support
WaterAid, or wish to stop receiving communications from WaterAid, please
dondét hesitate to get in t oudh7798 159N
or via email at supportercare@wateraid.org.




Thankyou!
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On behalf of everyone affected by the Indonesia /\\

earthquake and tsunami we wanted to say thank you for ((((i \ ))\ ‘))))ll

your donation of £270 received on 22/10/18 \\ _// //
\ W3

DEC member charities and their local partners are

working closely with Indonesian authorities and are already supporting relief

efforts. Now, because of your generosity, they can continue to respond to the

growing needs of those affected by the disaster, providing food, clean water,

first aid and shelter, as well as helping survivors to cope with the trauma of the
last few days.

To all the members of Trinity Church Lower Earley,
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You can also stay updated with all the incredible work member charities are
doing in Indonesia with your support by liking us on Facebook and following
us on Twitter.

Like us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/DisastersEmergencyCommittee
Follow us on Twitter - www.twitter.com/DECappeal

Today you made a real difference in helping devastated communities rebuild
their lives. On behalf of all those your donation will support, we want to say
thank you once again.

Best Wishes,
/. /
Filpam A p—

{ !
L

Adam Brown Senior Supporter Services Officer



An evening with the Street Pastors

A couple of weeks ago | spent another evening with the
Street Pastors, observing. Aspiring Street Pastors join
the happy band of Pastors on a Friday or Saturday night
to see, at close hand, what is actually involved in an
evening of being there to care, listen and help on the
streets of Reading whilst the revellers revel and all too
often become worse for wear and really do need our help.

| 6d been out before with a team in t
of the Purple Turtle care for and take away some youngsters who really had
had enough. In the Minster there are staff on First Stop and also paramedics
who look after and assess those in need of more attention due to the effects of
alcohol, drugs and maybe the cold too. The wheelchair was busy that night
with several wheeled, not just from the bars local to the Minster but half way
across the town from Friar Street too. This was quite an eye opener for a first
night, finally leaving the streets at 3:20am Saturday morning.

This second time | went out was no less informing. After meeting in the
Minster office with the rest of the team | would be out with we headed on to
the streets of Reading. As we move through the streets from bar to bar we
stop to chat with the door staff, who are always pleased to see Street Pastors
since we can help them in situations of revellers needing lollipops (to raise
blood sugar levels to alleviate the drunkenness), flip flops to assist the ladies
to walk home comfortably after shedding their not so practical shoes to partner
with that dress for the night. To walk bare foot at any time in Reading is
perilous but at night there is often broken glass which the Street Pastors
sweep up with the dustpan and brush carried in the Street Pastor rucksack, so
you can imagine the flip flops are most welcome.

That night we were out we came across a group of mostly first year students
at the Uni from Hong Kong, mostly girls. It was about 11pm and they clearly
had been drinking, they were falling around all over the floor, squealing and
laughing whilst one of their friends was stopped over, being sick. Sadly, as
they were squealing and rolling on the floor they were completely unaware
their clothes werendét covering them
time with the young lad who was being sick, giving him water and lollipops to
help sober him up, the rest of the team gathered the squealing girls up and
suggested they sit in a bus stop for a while to calm down and then get a bus
home. They settled and we moved on.

As we moved on we were told, by a member of the public (which has
happened a few times when | have been out, people alerting us to possibly



